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OUTING 22E  LONGSTOCK WATER PARK GARDEN  Wed 17 Aug 2022 

A coach outing   AND HOUGHTON LODGE GARDEN 

    

Longstock Water Park Garden, nr Stockbridge, Hants, is a peaceful and magical garden, once the private 

garden for the founder of the John Lewis Partnership, John Spedan Lewis. It is a hidden gem, a true spectacle, 

regarded by The International Water Lily and Water Gardening Society as “the finest water garden in the 

world”. Created with relaxation and reflection in mind, you will want to stop and take in all its beauty and 

thoughtful planting. Small islands sit amid the waterways, with linking bridges allowing you to explore the 

islands. The pathway will lead you on a magical journey around the garden.    

      

Houghton Lodge is a Grade II* listed Cottage Orné, (a picturesque rustic stylised thatched cottage) in the heart 

of the Test Valley, surrounded by mature trees and lawns that sweep down to the River Test and is arguably 

one of the most beautiful privately owned homes and gardens in Hampshire. The walled garden, with its 

historical chalk cob wall, is home to a heritage orchard and the longest espaliered pear tree in Britain. The 

gardens contain all you would expect, a wonderful herb garden; fruit cage; traditional vegetable bed; cutting, 

scented and wildflower beds; orchid house, sweet peas, rose and clematis arbour all of which provide a 

kaleidoscope of colour. Ambling down to the riverside you can engage with the ever-friendly alpacas and meet 

the little flock of Hebridean sheep. The serpentine walk offers an enchanting mix of the quiet and scents of 

ancient times, with breath-taking views over the water meadows.      

    

Refreshments: We have arranged to have lunch in the delightful Orangery at Houghton Lodge on our arrival at 

13:30 with a set menu for all (see application form for details). We are assured that only the freshest and best 

local produce is used, so it should be lovely. Please note any dietary requirements on your application form.

    

Accessibility:  

Longstock Water Park: Reasonable. A recently added pathway around the garden has provided good access for 

less able visitors. 

Houghton Lodge: Access around the garden is good, with some slopes. Wheelchairs and mobility scooters are 

not advised due to gravel paths. 

Itinerary: 

07:45   Meet outside United Reform Church to register.  

Depart Lindfield at 08:00. Arrive at Longstock Water Park approx. 09:45 

 10:00    2-hour (timed) garden session 

12.10 Meet at the coach for shuttle to Houghton Lodge, arriving 12:30  

13:00 Lunch at Houghton Lodge 

14:00 Short introductory talk on the history of the house and garden and then free-flow around the 

gardens 

16:45 Meet at the coach to depart for Lindfield. Anticipated arrival time 18:30. 

 

TICKET PRICE: 

£52.50 per person 

The ticket price includes all garden entry fees, lunch at 

Houghton Lodge, travel cost and driver’s tip 

N.B. The number of tickets is limited. In accordance with the LHS Standard Procedures, applications will be 

considered in order of date of receipt and priority will be given to members until Monday 11 July. Please note 

your interest in any available non-member tickets on your application form. Sole Members are permitted to 

apply for one accompanying non-member. 



OUTING 22D (r1) THE SAVILL GARDEN & RIVER BOAT CRUISE  Tue 30 Aug 2022 

             (New Date) 

A coach outing 

 

Do you fancy a stroll through the beautiful Savill Garden followed by a cruise along the Thames among the 

majestic swans, with views of Windsor Castle…….. plus a cream tea to boot? Well, we have provisionally 

booked this day out for a group of up to 50 lucky people.  

 

The Savill Garden is a hidden horticultural gem in the heart of Windsor Great Park. Since its creation in the 

1930s, The Savill Garden has been an inspiration for all. It is a tranquil place to discover rare plants from 

around the world, arranged in stunning displays. In the Dry Garden water-wise gardeners can take inspiration 

from the Mediterranean plants with their silver leaved foliage and herbal scents. 

In the afternoon our coach will shuttle us to Runnymede Boathouse for a 2-hour cruise along the river, with 

commentary along the way. Our ticket price includes for a traditional cream tea for your enjoyment on our 

cruise; we will be able to scoff scones whilst waving at Windsor Castle, just in case anyone ‘special’ happens to 

be looking out of the window. On return to Runnymede, you can take a ‘selfie’ with Her Majesty the Queen 

(or, should I say, with the rather exquisite statue of her). 

Refreshments:  

I’m afraid picnics are not allowed inside the gardens themselves, but can be enjoyed on the Obelisk Lawn 

beyond the entrance, outside of the gardens. Alternatively, you can take advantage of what’s on offer at The 

Savill Building Café… remembering to leave some room for your cream tea, of course! 

Accessibility:  

Due to the varied nature of the terrain, some areas of the gardens are more accessible than others and some 

wheelchair accessible areas require able-bodied assistance in places.  

A map of the gardens showing all the accessible routes will be provided to us on arrival.  

A limited number of non-motorised wheelchairs are available on a first come first served basis.  

Accessible toilets are located in the Visitor Centre. Assistance will be provided for the transfer of 

scooter/wheelchair users onto the cruise boat. 

Itinerary: 

08:15   Depart Lindfield (Meet outside United Reform Church at 08:00 to register)  

         Anticipated arrival at The Savill Building Visitor Entrance at approx 10:00, giving  

us 4 hours free time in the gardens 

14.15 Board the coach at SG Visitor Entrance for a shuttle to Runnymede 

Anticipated arrival at French Brothers Runnymede Boathouse at 14:30 

14:45  River Boat Cruise – 2 hours duration 
17.00 Depart Runnymede for Lindfield. (Anticipated arrival time 18.30) 
 

TICKET PRICE:   

£50.00 per person 

The price includes travel and driver’s tip 

N.B. Bookings are now being taken for your non-member friends and family. 

 



OUTING 22F   WITHYPITTS DAHLIA FARM  Fri 2 Sep 2022 

A self-drive trip    AND LUCTONS GARDEN (NGS) 

     

 

Locations:  Withypitts Dahlia Farm, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, RH10 4PP and 

  Luctons, North Lane, West Hoathly, RH19 4PP 

 

Withypitts Dahlia Farm.  

Dahlias are firmly back in fashion and an essential element of the garden – they flower prolifically in a wide 

range of vibrant colours from summer well into autumn and make excellent cut flowers. There are various 

groups of dahlias, each with its own distinctive flower characteristics, from the frilly fimbriata show offs to the 

geometrically exquisite pompons, dainty, bee-friendly singles and more besides. There must be a dahlia to suit 

everyone’s taste and this trip offers the ideal opportunity to find the perfect one for you. 

Withypitts Dahlias Ltd is renowned country wide as a grower of the highest quality farmed, cut flowers in the 

UK. It is at the forefront of the resurgence of British cut flowers, and dahlias in particular. Richard of Withypitts 

has given us the opportunity to visit his dahlia farm to enjoy perusing the rows of colourful dahlias in all their 

glory and has also kindly agreed to give us an exclusive talk and maybe teach us a few tricks of the trade. Of 

course, we may very well come home with a new star for our garden (well, it would be rude not to).  

      

Refreshments:  

Would you like to break for lunch at The Cat, West Hoathly? If you declare your interest in this on the 

application form, we will make a reservation on your behalf. However, this is not obligatory, so please feel free 

to lunch elsewhere as you prefer and then catch up with us at Luctons at 2pm. 

 

Luctons is an NGS garden in West Hoathly (a short drive away from Withypitts). We have arranged an exclusive 

group visit to look at the lovely 2-acre Gertrude Jekyll style garden with box parterre, topiary, herbaceous 

borders, wild flower orchard and much more besides. Oh, and could you manage to squeeze in a slice of 

homemade cake with a cup of tea?     

 

Accessibility:  

Withypitts - Accessibility is good. There is ample parking. 

Luctons - Accessibility is good. There is on street parking in North Lane, or in the village car park.  

 

Itinerary: 

09:30 Meet in Withypitts Dahlia Farm car park, signed off Paddockhurst Road 

  Allow 2.5 hours for the talk and tour of the dahlia field – depart by 12:00 

12.30 Lunch at The Cat, West Hoathly (or reconvene at Luctons at 14:00)  

14:00 Walk to Luctons (2 mins.) 

 

TICKET PRICE:    

£ 12.50 per person  

Inclusive of all fees, refreshments and a donation  

to NGS charities and Family Support Work 

 

  



APPLICATION FORM 

 

Outing Ref 22E  LONGSTOCK WATER PARK GARDEN  Wed 17 Aug 2022 

   AND HOUGHTON LODGE GARDEN 

 

Main Point of Contact (Applicant 1): ……………………….…..……..…………………………..…………….………………..…… 

     Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

     Telephone Number(s): ……………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 

     Email Address: ………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Applicant 1 ……………………………………….…..……………………….               Quiche:  Lorraine / Vegetarian  

Applicant 2 ……………………………………….…..……………………….               Quiche:  Lorraine / Vegetarian   

Applicant 3 ……………………………………….…..……………………….               Quiche:  Lorraine / Vegetarian  

Applicant 4 ……………………………………….…..……………………….               Quiche:  Lorraine / Vegetarian 

Lunch Menu 

Homemade Quiche Lorraine / Vegetarian Quiche 

Served with Coleslaw & a Mixed Leaf Salad 

Cheese, Chutney, Bread 

and Tea or Coffee 

   

Please note any dietary requirements here: 

……………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

• I attach my cheque made payable to LHS to the total value of £ ………………….. 

 

If there are any tickets remaining after Sunday 10 June, they will be made available to non-

members.  

• I am interested in a further ………….. tickets for non-members for which I will provide an 

additional cheque on request.  

 

N.B. Sole members may apply for one non-member ticket with their initial application. 

 

 

Please return your completed application slip before Monday 18 July to:  

 

Heather Hitchcock, 81 William Allen Lane, Lindfield, RH16 2ST.    

01444  453202 / 07971 857182,  Email: outings.lhs@gmail.com  

  

mailto:outings.lhs@gmail.com


APPLICATION FORM 

Outing Ref 22D (r1) THE SAVILL GARDEN & RIVER BOAT CRUISE  Tue 30 Aug 2022 

              (New Date) 

 

 

Main Point of Contact (Applicant 1): ….…..……..…………………………..…………….………………………………………….. 

     Address:  ………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

     Telephone Number(s): ……………………………………….…………………………….………………………………………………. 

     Email Address: ………….………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Details of additional participants, including non-member family and friends: 

Applicant 2 ……………………………………….…..……..               Applicant 3 ……………………………………………………….      

Applicant 4 ……………………………………….…..……..               Applicant 5 ……………………………………………………….      

 

 

• I attach my cheque made payable to LHS to the total value of £ ………………….. 

 

 

 

Please return your completed application slip a.s.a.p. to:  

 

Heather Hitchcock, 81 William Allen Lane, Lindfield, RH16 2ST.    

01444  453202 / 07971 857182,  Email: outings.lhs@gmail.com  

  

mailto:outings.lhs@gmail.com


APPLICATION FORM 

OUTING 22F   WITHYPITTS DAHLIA FARM  Fri 2 Sep 2022 

    AND LUCTONS GARDEN (NGS) 

 

Main Point of Contact (Applicant 1): ……………………….…..……..…………………….…………………………………………… 

     Address:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

     Telephone Number(s): ……………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………….. 

     Email Address: ………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Applicant 1 ……………………………………….…..……..       Reserve a place for Lunch at The Cat?          Yes / No              

Applicant 2 …………………………………………………..       Reserve a place for Lunch at The Cat?          Yes / No              

Applicant 3 ……………………………………….…..……..      Reserve a place for Lunch at The Cat?         Yes / No              

Applicant 4 …………………………………………………..      Reserve a place for Lunch at The Cat?         Yes / No              

Q: Want to come in the morning but not the afternoon (or vice versa)?  

A: No problem. Just contact the Outings Organiser to agree and the ticket  

price will be adjusted accordingly.   

            

 

• I attach my cheque made payable to LHS to the total value of £ ………………….. 

 

 

Please return your completed application slip before Monday 8 August to:  

 

Heather Hitchcock, 81 William Allen Lane, Lindfield, RH16 2ST.    

01444  453202 / 07971 857182,  Email: outings.lhs@gmail.com  

 

  

mailto:outings.lhs@gmail.com


Ref LHS-OP-2022-001 

 

LHS OUTINGS APPLICATION PROCEDURES   

1. Application forms and separate cheques for each outing (payable to LHS) should be sent to the 

Outings Organiser. Applications will be dealt with on a first come first served basis where numbers are 

limited. Cheques will not be banked until it is certain that there are sufficient applicants to make the 

outing viable. 

2. Bookings are open only to LHS members up until 6 weeks prior to the date of the outing (unless 

Clause 4 applies).   

3. Single or sole LHS members are permitted to apply for a ticket for one guest who is not a member 

with their initial application. 

4. Non-members of LHS will be considered for any spare tickets during the 6-week period prior to the 

outing. You may register your interest in obtaining spare tickets on your application form. If 

successful, a further payment will be required.  

5. The ticket price covers the cost of admission fees and coach travel (inclusive of the driver’s tip) and 

unless stated in the details of the outing, nothing else is included. 

6. Should you need to make a cancellation once your booking has been confirmed, your fee will be non-

refundable unless we are able to resell your ticket. Any reasonable request for a refund made due to 

exceptional circumstances will be considered.  

7. Full details of the arrangements for the outing, including departure and approximate return times, 

will be provided to you no later than 2 weeks prior to the outing.  The coach pick up point is the bus 

stop by the United Reform Church, Lindfield High Street, unless advised otherwise.       

8. If you have purchased a ticket(s) based on your membership of the National Trust, RHS, HHA, Kew, 

Wakehurst, or any other organisation, you must have your valid membership card with you on the 

day. If not, you may be liable to pay the full entrance fee.  

Covid-19 Procedures: 

9. ALL participants must observe HM GOV’s stipulations in respect of Covid precautions in accordance 

with the rules which are in force on the day of the outing. 

10. Every reasonable precaution will be taken by LHS to protect all participants in respect of Covid-19 as 

far as practicable. By taking part in any outing, you accept that you are doing so at your own risk. 

11. All participants will be asked to confirm their contact details on the day of the outing to facilitate 

contact tracing.  

12. Any participant who displays symptoms of Covid-19 within 10 days of taking part on any outing must 

notify the LHS Outings Organiser or the LHS Hon. Secretary without delay so that the other 

participants may be advised. 

Christine Cawley (Hon Sec) 
Tel: 01444 487407 / christine.cawley@outlook.com 

If you have any queries, please contact: 

Heather Hitchcock (Outings Organiser) 

81 William Allen Lane, Lindfield, RH16 2ST  

Tel: 01444 453202, 07971 857182/Email outings.lhs@gmail.com 

 

10 March 2021 

 

mailto:outings.lhs@gmail.com

